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Final Report for the Current Funding Period
Research and Documentation of the Jewish Heritage in Vukovar
Date of this Report:  3 April, 2006
Summary

The project to date has been highly successful.  We are enormously surprised at the huge amount of data that we are finding and the great amount of cooperation and acceptance of the project that we are getting from officials and from the local population as a whole.  The project has provoked an awakening of memories of the past and has begun to break the suspicion and fear of talking about memories long forbidden.  Some 12 interviews have been conducted.  Some 17 interviews were carried out.  Some 600 photographs of the graveyards of Ilok and Vukovar were taken, documenting all monuments and the gravesites themselves.  A total of about 1300 documents from the Municipal Museums of Ilok and Vukovar were scanned.  A total of more than 4000 documents were scanned.  Far more documentation than expected was encountered.  At current rates of work, it is anticipated that another 18-24 months will be required to obtain all available documentation.  An additional two years will be required to produce translations and an analysis of the data.  There has been excellent local acceptance of the project and cooperation from official and non-official sources.
Background of the Project

Vukovar has a long tradition of a Jewish presence.  There is some evidence that the first Jews to come to the area came with the Romans.  There were also Jews present with the Turks during their occupation of the area in the 17th and 18th centuries.  The primary period of Jewish presence was during the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century.  During this period, under the Austro-Hungarian Empire and subsequent regimes, Vukovar was a center of Jewish culture.  Until the Second World War, it was the Upper Rabbinate for a radius of 150 km, nearly to Belgrade.  During the Second World War, all Jewish property was confiscated and the Jews were sent to Auschwitz.  Very few returned.  Today, one foreign Jew lives in Vukovar, and there are several people with Jewish ancestry in the city.
This project is also extremely important in the past and current context of the position of Jews in Croatia in general and in Vukovar in particular.  The Ustasha puppet regime during the Second World War was widely supported by the populace.  Anti-Semitic feeling remained strong during the Communist period.  In the moves to independence in the early 1990s, Ustasha rhetoric, symbols and gestures were revived.  They are still strong today, as evidenced by the support for Franjo Tudjman’s Croatian Democratic Association (HDZ), the current ruling party of Croatia and several other parties in the Croatian political system as well as by the popularity of singers such as Marko Perkovic (“Thompson”) who sings anti-Semitic lyrics and whose supporters appear locally and in foreign countries in black shirts and use National Socialist symbols.  Such sentiments are also illustrated by the lack of criticism in Croatia of the remarks in 2003 of Ivica Kostelić, the skiing champion.  This has led to fear among Jews and friends of Jews to speak openly.  This situation was described in detail in an article in the Feral Tribune in November, 2003, an English translation of which is available upon request.  

The situation in Vukovar is slightly paradoxical.  Before the Second World War, Jews were highly respected in the city.  Jews were philanthropists, merchants and purveyors of culture.  The last rabbi, Dijamant, is said to be a person who loved children and who encouraged all children in the city to play at the Synagogue.  Many older people still retain fond memories of this.  Others remember Jews loaning and giving money to anyone of any faith who was in need.  Yet, the anti-Semitism and the fear described in the previous paragraph still exist.  Several prominent persons with Jewish ancestry even now do not openly advertise their Jewishness.  
Despite the above, because of the richness of the Jewish heritage of Vukovar, we were determined to carry out this project.  We have been pleasantly surprised by the large degree of cooperation that we have received both from official sources and from the general population.
The aim of the project was to document Jewish culture and influence in the region through oral history interviews, examination and scanning of documents and photographing of former Jewish communal and private property and monuments and to create a database of this material for scholars and other interested persons.  It was also the aim of the project to make that data accessible through translation of the material into English and to place both the original and translated material on a website.

Personnel

Supervisor and Deputy Supervisor
Dr. Charles David Tauber, M.D. Head of Mission of the Coalition for Work with Psychotrauma and Peace (CWWPP) since 1995 and Mr. Saša Bjelanović, B.Sc. Cand., University of London, Deputy Head of Mission of the CWWPP are supervising the project.
Researcher and Assistant Researcher

Mr. Nenad Manojlovic, who has worked as a volunteer intermittently since 1997, is serving as researcher.  In that capacity, he found interviewees for the oral history element of the project and conducted the interviews, photographed relevant persons and objects and contacted relevant institutions.
Mr. Saša Ostojić, who has worked as a volunteer with the CWWPP since the beginning of 2005, is scanning materials and constructing the database.

Administrator

Mr. Robert Štrk, administrator of the CWWPP, carried out the administration work of the project.

Activities to Date
Introduction

Work on the project began in September, 2005.  Initially, local known contacts were made and publicity of the project was carried out in order to obtain interviewees.  Local authorities and museums were also contacted.  The response to the project and thus the amount of material obtained and the amount of material yet to obtained are far greater than expected.  We have encountered many unexpected sources of material, and continue to find new sources.  In total, we have obtained more than 10 GB of information to date.  A summary of amount of material is given in Appendix 2.  This has led to an increase in our contribution to the project.  We have also seen that the time that we will need to allot to the current phase of the project must be significantly increased (see below).  We will clearly need additional personnel to work further on the project.  This will be partially our contribution.
Procedures

A project review and evaluation is held during the regular weekly CWWPP staff meeting.  Expenses are recorded on the usual CWWPP forms.  A special form has been designed to record mileage traveled.  The expenses of the project are reviewed on a continuing basis by the Project Supervisor.
Interviews

Interviewees were found through personal contacts of CWWPP and through publicity of the project (see below).  Seventeen interviews were conducted.  A list of interviewees is given in Appendix 1.  The length of interviews averaged about 45 minutes, with a range of 30-90 minutes.  Interviews were initially recorded digitally on Sony mini-disks and were then transferred to the main CWWPP computer.  They were transcribed in Croatian and later translated into English.  These processes of transcription and translation are continuing.
Gravesites

The monuments of the graveyards of Vukovar and Ilok have been photographed completely.  
With regard to the Ilok graveyard, some 177 photographs were taken.  Of these, 165 are of the gravesites themselves and 12 are of the graveyard site and associated buildings.
With regard to the Vukovar graveyard, some 424 photographs were taken.  Of these, 408 are of the gravesites themselves, with 16 of the graveyard site and associated buildings.
In both locations, many sites are in Serbo-Croatian (if we still dare to use that term) and others are in Hebrew, German and Hungarian.  These are being classified with regard to family.  In a subsequent project, the inscriptions will be translated into English.  .
Museums and Documents

Ilok
The documentation of the Ilok Municipal Museum has been fully examined and scanned.  This includes some 600 documents and photographs.

Vukovar

At the time of writing, the documentation of the Vukovar Municipal Museum is still being examined.  The work during the period of time after the project officially ended is a contribution of the CWWPP.  There are some eight boxes of materials.  To date, more than 700 documents have been examined and scanned.  

Literature Obtained

We have obtained the following literature from the librarian in Vukovar, Mr. Borivoje Čalić:

· Jasenovac , žrtve rata prema podacima statističkog zavoda Jugoslavije (Jasenovac, The Victims of the [Second World] War According to the Data of the Statistical Institute of Yugoslavia).by Meho Visočak i Bejdo Sobica;

· Jevreji u Sremu u XVIII i prvoj polovini XIX veka (Jews in Sirmium in the 18th Century and the First Half of the 19th Century) by Slavko Gavrilović;

· Upitnik za evidenciju jevrejskih groblja u Jugoslaviji (Questionnaire on the Evidence on Jewish Gravesites in Yugoslavia);

· A number of photocopies of Srijemskih novina (Sirmium News – a newspaper) from 1890-1917;
· Photocopies of the plans for the building of the Vukovar Synagogue found in the foundation stone of the Vukovar Synagogue;

· Židovi u Hrvatskoj (Jews in Croatia) by Melita Švob;

· Historicizam u Hrvatskoj (Historicism in Croatia);

· Synagogue Architecture in Croatia in the Age of Historicism byZlatko Karač;

· A number of documents collected by Mr. Čalić himself.

From Mr. Josip Madajček of Orolik, Croatia, we have obtained the book Sjećanje Jevreja na logor Jasenovac (Remembrances of Jews from the Jasenovac Concentration Camp).
The Database

A database has been written in Access that includes the following information:
·  A hyperlink to the file containing the object;

· The date the object was obtained;

· The date of the object itself;

· The subject of the object;

· A brief description of the object;

· The source of the object.

The database and all objects will eventually be placed on a separate website or a part of the CWWPP website.

Publicity

At the beginning of the project, a press release was sent to local media describing the nature of the project and requesting cooperation from all persons in the region who remembered Jews and/or had had contact with Jews in the past.  There were reports in several local newspapers and interviews on electronic media.  This resulted in a number of interviews for the project. The presentation of the interim results of the project at the annual Pre-Passover Celebration in Vukovar of the Jewish Community of Osijek was highly significant in that, for the first time in 60 years, the spirit of Jewish culture was again awakened in the city.  More than 150 persons attended including the Israeli and Dutch ambassadors, the deputy mayor of Vukovar, the deputy prefect of Vukovar-Sirmium County, representatives of the museums of Ilok and Vukovar and members of the Jewish Communities of Osijek, Zagreb, Novi Sad, Sombor and Subotica.  Two rabbis from Zagreb and two rabbis from Subotica also attended.  There were reports in two local newspapers and on local radio and television.  
The feedback from all of these persons was that they wanted to see more and that we should continue the project to its conclusion.
Local Cooperation and Acceptance

The project has been well accepted within the local community.  A number of officials, as indicated below, have given full cooperation with the project.  As we walk through Vukovar, we are approached by people asking about the progress of the project and expressing favorable comments about it.
Museums

The museums described above have given their full cooperation.  In Ilok, there has been particularly good cooperation with Mr. Mate Bataorović and Ms. Ružica Černi.  In Vukovar, there has been excellent cooperation with Ms. Ružica Marić, Ms. Olivera Crevar and Mr. Oliver Mandić.
Vukovar Library

There has been extensive cooperation with the Vukovar Library.  Mr. Borivoje Čalić, librarian, has given access to the literature detailed above as well as giving advice as toward further documentation and interviewees.

Office for State Administration

We have recently received permission for the representative for Vukovar-Sirmium County of the Office for State Administration, Ms. Invanka Domačinović, to examine the books containing civil data.  Included in these are specific data pertaining to Jews both before and after the Second World War.  The research work on this resource will be carried out in a subsequent project.
Perspectives for Continuation and Expansion of the Project

We have been agreeably surprised by the amount of material that we have found.  Because of our underestimate of the amount of available material and the number of available sources, we will not be able to complete this first phase of the project that is, obtaining documentation available locally, in the time and with the funds currently allotted.  The following sources are still to be explored and implemented:
· Exploration books of data on citizens held by state authorities.  These are available in locally in Vukovar and Ilok, and data on both localities is to be obtained in the State Archives in Osijek and Zagreb.

· Exploration of the books of land ownership (gruntovnica) for both individuals and the Jewish Communities in Vukovar and Ilok.  These are interesting both from the point of view of Jewish culture and from the point of view of possible claims by the Jewish Communities and individuals;
· Exploration of similar materials in the State Archives in Sremska Mitrovica, some 75 km east of Vukovar.  Sremska Mitrovica was a central point of administration after the Second World War.

· Exploration of the archives of the Federation of Jewish Communities in Belgrade and in the archives of the Jewish Community of Zagreb.

· Exploration of the libraries and collections of individuals.  We have already had notice that two individuals have valuable collections of information, and we suspect that there are quite a few more such persons.

· Examination of newspapers and magazines of the local secular communities and of the Jewish Communities of the region.

· Expansion of the project to Dalj, a village some 20 km north of Vukovar in which there was a significant Jewish population.

· Examination of records in central locations such as Vienna and Budapest.

This would complete the first phase of the project, that is, the initial gathering of data.  At current rates of work, we estimate that this phase could be within 18 months to two years if funding for continuing the work were to be available to us.
A second phase of the project will be to translate all documentation into English to make it readily available to scholars and other interested persons.  We estimate this as another year of work.

The following phase of the project will be to analyze and synthesize the material.  Full time work for two years would be required.

A final phase of the project will be the writing of a book and the completion of the database.  We estimate that this will also take roughly two years.

A proposal for the first of these phases has been submitted as a separate document.
In the interim, because of the success of the project, we will continue to finance it from CWWPP funds at a very low level, sufficient at least to keep some momentum in the project until further funding can be obtained.
Financial Report 1 September, 2005 – 28 February, 2006
All amounts in Pounds Sterling (GBP).
A detailed accounting of all expenses, including receipts, is available upon request.
Appendix 1
List of Interviews
	Person
	Interview Date

	Amidzic, Radivoje (Negoslavci, Croatia)
	3 February, 2006

	Bobinac, Vjekoslav (Vukovar, Croatia)
	5 January, 2006

	Konjevic, Jovan (Vukovar, Croatia)
	30 September, 2005

	Koprivanac, Josip (Svinjarevci, Croatia)
	21 January, 2006

	Kovacic, Mirko (Vukovar, Croatia)
	14 December, 2005

	Lazic, Maja (Vukovar, Croatia)
	9 November, 2005

	Madajcek, Josip (Orolik, Croatia)
	7 December, 2005

	Maletic, Slavica (Vukovar, Croatia)
	19 October, 2005

	Nadas, Branislav (Vukovar; father was a Jew from Vukovar, Croatia)
	13 December, 2005

	Ostojić, Etelka (Split, Croatia – telephone)
	12 January, 2006

	Pal, Alfred (Zagreb; as far as we know, the last remaining Jew born in Vukovar)
	21 October, 2005

	Paunovic, Fedor (Vukovar, Croatia; mother a Jew from Vukovar)
	10 November, 2005

	Pavic, Ivanka (Vukovar, Croatia)
	19 September, 2005

	Stein, Livia (telephone to Israel)
	26 January, 2006 

	Straus-Tisma, Lili (Belgrade, Serbia; a Jew who lived in Vukovar)
	2 December, 2005

	Uglik, Jelka (Vukovar, Croatia)
	9 November, 2005

	Vuletic, Emilija (Vukovar, Croatia)
	19 October, 2005


Appendix 2

Computer Files within the Project

There are more than 4400 files which comprise more than 10 gigabytes

	
	In Database
(Number of Documents/Space Taken)
	Not In Database

(Number of Documents/Space Taken)

	Documents
	395/1.11 GB
	2734/4.31 MB

	Photographs
	85/98 MB
	1025/1.33 GB

	Recordings/Interviews
	3/146 MB
	14/2.65 GB

	Periodicals
	43/74 MB
	-

	Various
	40/38 MB
	-


	[image: image1.jpg]Mission to Croatia

Gundulićeva 18,

32000 Vukovar, Croatia

tel. & fax +385-32-441975, tel. only +385-32-444662

e-mail: office@cwwpp.org
web: www.cwwpp.org
	
	Office in the Netherlands
c/o Kupers, Ds. S. Tjadenstraat C81,

9663 RD Nieuwe Pekela, The Netherlands

tel.+31-597-645790, fax +31-597-647029

e-mail: pabbv@worldonline.nl



