CWWPP UPDATE

25 January, 2005
This newsletter is meant for people and organizations interested in eastern Croatia, northern Bosnia and western Serbia and in issues of post-war trauma, non-violent conflict transformation and peacebuilding and civil society.

It is not meant as spam.  If you no longer wish to receive this update, which comes out roughly quarterly, please send us a blank e-mail with the word unsubscribe in the subject line.

Please also see our website, www.cwwpp.org
To read this Update on our website, click here or see http://www.cwwpp.org/News.htm.

IN THIS UPDATE:  

MESSAGE FROM THE STAFF OF THE CWWP (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
All the best for 2005.  Despite nearly 10 years having past after the end of the war and Croatia being a candidate state for the European Union, the situation is still poor.  The CWWPP is one of the very organizations in the region working on a long-term basis for the integrated solution of these problems.  We, as all other organizations in the region, face enormous funding difficulties.
THE SITUATION IN THE REGION (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
Rates of suicides and domestic violence are increasing.  There is little happening with reconciliation.
CONTINUING PROGRAMS (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
The CWWPP is continuing its work on the Field Institute for Post-Conflict Studies as well as its work with the families of schizophrenics and its other projects.  We have begun work with physical invalids.
WORK WITH PHYSICAL INVALIDS (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
A short project provided small home improvements and psychological assistance.  Through this project, we became aware of the desperate physical and psychological situation of these people.
CWWPP GIVES LECTURE AT LAW FACULTY OF OSIJEK IN NOVEMBER (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
Dr. Charles David Tauber gave a lecture in the course of Prof. D. Verbanj on the connection between psychological traumatization and the legal status of people in the region.
INTENSIVE COURSE ON PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA IN POST-CONFLICT REGIONS 20-25 MARCH, 2005 (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
Places are still available.  Details of the course

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cwwpp.org/Documents/Study/2005%2003%20Trauma.doc" 
 are available on the CWWPP website.
CWWPP SUMMER PROGRAM ON POST-CONFLICT STUDIES 20 JUNE-19 AUGUST, 2005 (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
Places are still available.  Details are available on the CWWPP website.
CWWPP WEBSITE REVISED (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
We have expanded and changed a new format for the Links Section and have created a new Study With the CWWPP Section.
CWWPP NARRATIVE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2004 (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
The CWWPP Narrative Annual Report for 2004 has just been published.  It includes a description of the situation in the region, the activities of the CWWPP, and the development of the organization.

CWWPP STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2005 (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
The Strategic Plan for 2005 has just been published on the CWWPP website.  

INTERNS WITH THE CWWPP (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
The CWWPP welcomes interns at any time of the year.  During the summer, Elizabeth Fearon of Brown University, USA looked at the process of the formation of the Vukovar Institute for Post-Conflict Studies/Synagogue Center Project.  Richard Norman of Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada did a project on the media policy of the United Nations Transitional Administration for Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium (UNTAES).
PROBLEMS WITH VOLUNTEERING IN CROATIA (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
A law has been passed that, in its current interpretation, severely limits volunteering by foreigners.  We are working with other organizations to see how this law can be interpreted in favor of volunteering and/or have it revised.
NEW BOARD MEMBERS AT THE CWWPP (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
Prof. Arpad Barath of the Department of Social Policy of the University of Pecs has become a Board member, as has Randy Puljik-Shank, Head of Mission of the Mennonite Central Committee for Southeast Europe.
VISITORS TO THE CWWPP (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
A group of 18 students from American University visited us in November.  In September, we had the chance to meet Kendra Holtzmann, who is doing her Ph.D. thesis at the University of Iowa on religion and reconciliation in Croatia.  Ms. Holtzmann is a “principal” of the Coalition for Equality and Restorative Justice (CERJ).  Prof. Janja Beć-Naumann leads a program at the University of Sarajevo and coordinated a two-week course on genocide in May at the Inter-University Center in Dubrovnik.  came to Vukovar in December.  
2005 WILL BE THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CWWPP IN THE REGION (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
June, 2005 will mark ten years that the CWWPP has been in the region.  Celebratory activities are now being planned.

PUBLICITY ABOUT THE CWWPP (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
In November Dr. Charles David Tauber was on the English and Croatian Services of Croatian Radio in connection with the current state of Vukovar.

THE FUNDING SITUATION AT THE CWWPP IS CRITICAL (Click here to see the story in this document; click here to see the story on the website)
We are now in a critical condition with regard to funds.  We need your support urgently. You can see how to support us by going to http://www.cwwpp.org/Support.htm.

### Full Text ###

MESSAGE FROM THE STAFF OF THE CWWPP
While we realize that it is late to do so, we wish all our colleagues and friends the best for 2005.  
This year, we celebrate the tenth anniversary of our presence in the region.  In the Narrative Report for 2004, you will see that the situation is still difficult in the region in which the CWWPP is working, and that, even nearly ten years after the Dayton and Erdut agreements, there is still a great deal of work to be done.  Rates of suicide and domestic violence are increasing and there is still high unemployment and little work on reconciliation.  You will also see from the Strategic Plan for 2005 that we have ambitious plans to continue and expand our work.  The establishment of the Inter-University Field Institute for Post-Conflict Studies is one of our priorities.  We wish to expand our work with ex-soldiers, youth, victims of domestic violence, the relatives of schizophrenics and other vulnerable groups.  This year, for the first time, we will have an intensive course on the trauma of post-war areas (in March) and a Summer Program in Post-Conflict Studies.
We find ourselves slowly but surely the only international group in the region working on the combination of issues on which we concentrate.  There are also few local groups doing this work.  

All groups in the region, including ourselves, are extremely short of funds.  Although we very much dislike doing so, we must appeal to our friends and colleagues for assistance.

We thank you for your support and always want to hear from you about all issues, also on those other than financial ones.
THE SITUATION IN THE REGION
The situation in the region of eastern Croatia, northern Bosnia and western Serbia (Vojvodina) is not improving and seems to be worsening.  The suicide rate continues to rise.  According to a recent report on Croatian Television (HRT), there were 18 suicides in Croatia in the first eight days of 2005, this in a country with a population of 4.5 million.  The problems were highlighted by the suicide of the Head of the Croatian Veterans Suffering from PTSD in November.  The rate of domestic violence seems to be increasing as well, although there are no concrete figures.  Further, little is happening with the economy, and unemployment rates remain well above 60%.  There is very little going on in the region with regard to reconciliation.  This situation is all the more disturbing in the light of Croatia’s candidate status for the European Union.  Further, because of natural disasters and other conflicts in the world, funding is fleeing from the region and the non-governmental organizations working on these issues are struggling to survive.  The situation in the region is discussed in greater detail in the Narrative Annual Report of the CWWPP, available on our website.
CONTINUING PROGRAMS

Work with our groups and individual clients continues.  This fall, we have concentrated our work on Marimo, the group for the families of schizophrenics in Osijek and on the work with physical invalids (see below).  The relatives who are members of Marimo have a number of problems.  To start with, they have been traumatized by the war.  Further, they have to live with their relatives.  In this region, there are virtually no facilities for relief of the relatives or the sufferers, such as day hospitals, sheltered workshops or sheltered living situations.  The relatives are often totally exhausted and at the end of their ropes.  Furthermore, the quality of psychiatric care in this region is frequently less than adequate.  There is no emphasis on informing relatives about the sufferers’ problems and how to deal with them.  Still another problem is the taboo here that is attached to people with mental illness and their relatives.  In many circles, they are outcasts.  The relatives are worried as to what will happen to the sufferers when something happens to them and they can no longer care for the sufferers.  Furthermore, there is virtually no coordination between the services dealing with the sufferers.  Acute incidents can rapidly turn into disasters, as was shown by the recent torturing and killing of a mother by her psychotic son.

We have been assisting Marimo in a number of ways.  First, we have been co-leading a weekly ventilation group for relatives.  This group has moved forward considerably during the past year.  Second, we are assisting the group in learning about civil society, that is, how to carry out publicity, how to apply for grants, how to speak with authorities, etc.  We are also encouraging and assisting with the formation of a working group on assisting the sufferers, particularly during acute incidents.
WORK WITH PHYSICAL INVALIDS

In November, 2004, the CWWPP received sufficient funds for a four month program of giving physical invalids small improvements of roughly USD 100/77 € for their homes.  We have used this opportunity to give the invalids a small amount of psychological assistance as well.  Further, the three people carrying out the project were given an intensive course in communications and psychological assistance to victims of war in general and invalids in particular.  The project, which will finish at the end of the first week of February 2005, has been successful.  Workers and clients are highly satisfied.  A full report of the project will be put on the website in March.  Unfortunately, we have discovered high levels of poverty in the region.  We are also seeing a great need for mobile psychological assistance that will reach out to villages and to individuals who are homebound and could otherwise not obtain it.  If we can obtain funding for such a program, our emphasis would again be on training people in villages to give assistance to one another.
CWWPP GIVES LECTURE AT LAW FACULTY OF OSIJEK IN NOVEMBER

For the second time in 2004, Dr. Charles David Tauber gave a lecture in the courses of Prof. Dusan Verbanj of the Law Faculty of Osijek.  The lectures focused on the connection between psychological traumatization and health on the one hand and legal issues on the other in post-conflict societies.  They included the interactions between lawyers and psychological and physical health workers on human rights issues, pensions, in return of people to their homes and in asylum cases.
INTENSIVE COURSE ON PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA IN POST-CONFLICT REGIONS 20-25 MARCH, 2005
The CWWPP has announced an intensive five day long intensive course on psychological trauma in post-conflict regions.  The course will be held at CWWPP headquarters in Vukovar, Croatia.  The course is open to professionals and non-professionals currently working in conflict and post-conflict areas or who wish to do so in the future.  The course will be in English.  Places are still available.  Details of the course

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cwwpp.org/Documents/Study/2005%2003%20Trauma.doc" 
 are available on the CWWPP website.
CWWPP PROGRAM ON POST-CONFLICT STUDIES 20 JUNE-19 AUGUST, 2005
The CWWPP has announced an intensive eight week program in post-conflict studies to be held at our headquarters in Vukovar, Croatia.  The program includes a two week introduction to post-conflict areas, in particular to this region, a six week internship and an optional language course.  The program will be in English.  Places are still available.  Details are available on the CWWPP website.
CWWPP WEBSITE REVISED

We have recently revised a number of portions of the CWWPP website.  In particular, the Links Section has a new format.  That section is continually being updated to provide as much information as possible on the subjects of interest to the CWWPP.  Any non-commercial links are welcome.  These must be approved by us before posting.  Further, we have created a new Study Section and separated it from the Employment Section of the website.  We welcome your input.
CWWPP NARRATIVE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2004

The CWWPP Narrative Annual Report for 2004 has just been published on the CWWPP website.  It includes a detailed description of the situation in the region, the activities of the CWWPP, and the development of the organization.
CWWPP STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2005
The Strategic Plan for 2005 has just been published on the CWWPP website.  It includes plans for continuing and expanding present groups, for an epidemiological study of the region, for further work on the Vukovar Field Institute for Post-Conflict Studies, for a program of mobile psychiatric assistance, for further work with youth, domestic violence and for further publications.  How much we will be able to do is dependent on funding.
INTERNS WITH THE CWWPP

During the summer, Elizabeth Fearon of Brown University, USA looked at the process of the formation of the Vukovar Institute for Post-Conflict Studies/Synagogue Center Project.  Her paper is currently being revised and will be placed on the website when completed.
Richard Norman of Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada was here from 15 October-15 December doing a project on the media policy of the United Nations Transitional Administration for Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium (UNTAES).  His paper will also be placed on the website.

Currently, Isabelle Watin-Augouard of Grenoble, France is here doing a project on war psychology.  Stephanie Newell of Long Beach, California, USA is also here doing a project on the policy of international organizations on the return of people to their homes after war.
The CWWPP welcomes interns at any time of the year.  During the summer, we offer the Summer Program in Post-Conflict Studies.  For more information, see the Study with the CWWPP section of our website.

PROBLEMS WITH VOLUNTEERING IN CROATIA

A law has been passed that, in its current interpretation, severely limits volunteering by foreigners.  We became aware of this at the end of 2004 in connection with our application for one volunteer for a long-term residence permit.  Together with other organizations, we are exploring the legal position and have discussed this with several inter-governmental organizations.  We have heard that a new law will be passed in 2005.  Because this will also affect work of long-term students at the Institute for Post-Conflict Studies, we are hoping that this issue will be settled quickly.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS AT THE CWWPP

We are very grateful to Prof. Arpad Barath of the Department of Social Policy of the University of Pecs and with great experience in trauma, sociology, epidemiology and the entire range of issues with which the CWWPP works, for agreeing to become a Board member.  Arpad has been a friend and colleague over the years, and we greatly value his input.

We are also very grateful that, at the end of 2004, Randy Puljik-Shank, Head of Mission of the Mennonite Central Committee for Southeast Europe and one of the people who in an indirect way is responsible for the formation of the CWWPP, became a Board member at the end of 2004.

VISITORS TO THE CWWPP

In November, a group of 18 students led by Prof. Peter Weinberger of American University, Elissa Teeple of the Institute of Conflict Analysis and Reconciliation of George Mason University and Mr. Vjeko Saje of Sarajevo visited us.
Kendra Holtzmann, who is doing her Ph.D. thesis at the University of Iowa on religion and reconciliation in Croatia, came to Zagreb in September, where we had the chance to speak to her fairly extensively.  Ms. Holtzmann is a “principal” of the Coalition for Equality and Restorative Justice (CERJ).  We are expecting further cooperation with Ms. Holtzmann and with the CERJ in 2005.
Prof. Janja Beć-Naumann leads a program at the University of Sarajevo and coordinated a two-week course on genocide in May at the Inter-University Center in Dubrovnik.  She has written extensively on the subject.  She came to Vukovar in December.  We have planned a number of cooperative activities for 2005.
2005 WILL BE THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CWWPP IN THE REGION
June, 2005 will mark ten years that the CWWPP has been in the region.  More information about the early years of the organization can be found on the CWWPP website in the brochure entitled Summary of Activities from 1995-2003.  Celebratory activities are now being planned.
PUBLICITY ABOUT THE CWWPP

In November around the time of the anniversary of Vukovar coming into Serb hands in 1991, Dr. Charles David Tauber was on the English and Croatian Services of Croatian Radio in connection with the current state of Vukovar.
THE FUNDING SITUATION AT THE CWWPP IS CRITICAL

We are now in a critical condition with regard to funds.  We need your support urgently.  In light of the programs we are carrying out, we want to continue, not to have to stop because of a lack of funds.  You can see how to support us by going to http://www.cwwpp.org/Support.htm.  When you support us, please send an e-mail to cwwppvuk@zamir.net to insure that we are aware of the contribution, as our bank does not let us know automatically.  
Thank you for your support.
