CWWPP UPDATE

22 July, 2002

Please Note:  If you have received this e-mail in error and do not wish to receive future updates, please send a blank e-mail with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.  We apologize for an inconvenience that we have caused you.

The Stichting Coalition for Work With Psychotrauma and Peace is a non-profit organization registered with the Chamber of Commerce of Groningen, Netherlands, Winschoten Office.

All publications referred to in the text below – and others – are available on our website, www.cwwpp.org and from us directly at cwwppvuk@zamir.net.  We welcome your comments on this Update and on all other matters.

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

We have not written a newsletter in about six months as we are a staff of two trying to do administration, fundraising and program while attending meetings and conferences.  At the same time we have kept up our groups and patients, have had a number of significant events, have attended a number of conferences and have written and presented several articles.  We have also moved ahead with the Vukovar Synagogue Center Project as the main implementer.  Dejan Stojsavljevic has proved his worth as the logistical and fundraising assistant to Dr. Charles Tauber and has been confirmed in that post, and we are in the process of hiring a third staff member who will work further on administration, fundraising, training and counseling.

Unfortunately, the situation in the region is not improving.

Our funding situation remains critical.  At present, we have barely enough funding to reach the first week in September and we have a few important needs.

SITUATION IN THE REGION

The situation in eastern Croatia, northern Bosnia and western Serbia is not improving.  Nearly nine years after the end of the war, there are still high levels of traumatization and little adequate psychotherapy or counseling.  Most psychological problems are still treated with drugs.  There are also high levels of physical illness related to the war.  There are virtually no efforts toward reconciliation in the region.  Civil society is still in its infancy.  Human rights are still a problem.  Unemployment is estimated at about 90% unofficially.  The upcoming elections in Croatia will increase tensions.  

Unfortunately, this region seems to have been forgotten.

The president of the European Union has said that Croatia will enter the Union sooner or later, but that it will enter, and that other countries in the region will follow soon after.  While we support these aspirations, we feel that a great deal of work needs to be done to support the people of the region in their recovery and further development.  Unfortunately, we have not seen much of that help until now, and we see no cogent strategies to bring it about.

ACTIVITIES

An important principle of the work of the CWWPP is that the participants –either in counseling or in training – do not pay fees.  This is particularly important in an area where unemployment is high and where taboos against psychological treatment are strong.

Continuing Work

Veterans

Together with the organization Tratincica in Vinkovci, we run two groups per week of group counseling for veterans.  We also run one group of peer counseling training.  At present, neither Tratincica nor we have sufficient staff to increase the number and the types of groups as we would like to.  We need to start groups in other places in the region, we need groups for wives and children and we need family counseling.  We also need to train more people to be peer counselors.

Civic Initiative Group Dalj

Dalj is an ethnically mixed village about 20 km northwest of Vukovar.  We are running a training group for a group of motivated workers in trauma counseling, civil society and non-violent conflict resolution.  The training is expected to take about two years. The training is at the request and on the premises of the Civic Initiative Group Dalj (GORD).  We would like to expand support of such groups, particularly in troubled villages.

Families of the Mentally ill

The CWWPP is assisting the group Marimo (“We Care”) in Osijek.  This is a group that has two sets of difficult problems.  These families were traumatized by the war and have the additional problems of a family member being mentally ill. Mental illness is stigmatized, facilities for and methods of treatment are rarely modern or adequate.  The CWWPP is providing the possibility for families to speak openly with one another and to learn how to deal with their own feelings.  We plan that we will be teaching these families to help others in a similar position.

Individual Clients

We continue to see a small number of individual clients.  The average length of assistance is two years.  We also give short-term counseling when desired.

Events

Granada Conference of the Barcelona Process

In April, Charles Tauber and Dejan Stojsavljevic participated in a conference in Granada sponsored by the Spanish office of UNHCR as part of the Barcelona 2004 Process.  This included a one day discussion on the Balkans by persons working in the area.  The documents written in preparation for this conference are available upon request, as are the final recommendations of the conference.

Regional Pre-Passover Celebration

Immediately after returning from Granada, the Jewish Community of Osijek, together with the CWWPP and the other initiating organizations of the Vukovar Synagogue Center Project (see below), held a Pre-Passover Celebration.  Representatives of all the Jewish Communities in the region were present as were four ambassadors to Croatia, as was a representative of the Croatian President’s Office.  The Mayor of Vukovar, however, did not attend the celebration.  The only representative of another faith present was Dr. Peter Kuzmic of the Evangelical Theological Seminary of Osijek.    Stefan Sablic, Cantor of Belgrade, performed traditional music.  During the celebration, which was also attended by the local press, the Vukovar Synagogue Center Project was presented.  The celebration was financially supported by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

Informal European Quaker Visit

In conjunction with the annual meeting of the European and Middle East Section of Friends World Committee for Consultation on Lake Balaton in Hungary, four Quakers visited Vukovar, discussing regional issues and meeting with the representatives of local groups.

Visit in Conjunction with the Church and Peace Meeting in Osijek

A week later, the CWWPP and the Initiating Group of the Vukovar Synagogue Center Project conducted a tour of the city and a discussion on the role of religion in the previous war during the Church and Peace meeting held in Osijek, some 35 km from Vukovar.
Meeting of the International Police Association (IPA) in Trondheim, Norway

Hans Hygen, Deputy Chief of Police of Larvik, Norway and the former head of the Civil Rights Project of the Norwegian Refugee Council in our region as well as a member of the local organizing committee of the Annual Conference of the International Police Association invited Charles Tauber to give a talk on “Where The Police Are the Enemy” as part of a special seminar on human rights that made up part of the Conference.  Tauber was the only non-police officer speaking at the seminar.  The talk and the subsequent discussion were well received.  We hope that this will lead to further cooperation between the CWWPP and the IPA.  Another highlight of the seminar was the talk by Mr. Francisco Badenes of Spiritu Santo State in Brazil on his heroic fight against the death squads there.

Mr. Green

In June the play “Waiting for Mr. Green” was performed in Vukovar and Osijek.  The production, which was a Serbian production of Atelier 212, a renowned theater in Belgrade, was directed by Stefan Sablic, a member of the Jewish Community of Belgrade.  The logistics of the performances were implemented by the Jewish Community of Osijek and the CWWPP cooperatively.  The reviews in both cities were excellent.  Mr. Green represented an important turning point in Vukovar, as it was the first time since the War that a theater company from Belgrade has performed here.  Although incidents were expected, the only problem that occurred was that some of the posters announcing the play were torn down.  The play also represents one of the very few cultural events of international standard that has taken place in the city.  We are very thankful to the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee for their moral and financial support of this production.

The Medical Network for the Social Reconstruction of the Former Yugoslavia Conference in Crikvenica

At the end of June, the annual conference of the Medical Network for the Social Reconstruction of the Former Yugoslavia was held at the Adriatic resort of Crikvenica.  This conference originated from the conferences of the “Balkan Group” of the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, the first one of which was held in 1993.  The CWWPP can trace its origins from the similar conference held in God, Hungary in 1994.  Charles Tauber gave a paper on the CWWPP’s work with ex-soldiers.  Another highlight of this conference was the seminars given by Dan Bar On and Sami Adwan.  Dan’s work on reconciliation between Holocaust survivors and the children of Nazis and the joint work of Dan and Sami in schools in the Middle East is of landmark importance.

Conflict Resolution Notes

Since the last newsletter, Charles Tauber has had articles published in the winter edition and the June edition of Conflict Resolution Notes, published by the Conflict Resolution Center International of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA (CRCI).  CRCI is our US partner, and tax-deductible (in the USA) contributions to us can be made through them.  Their website is www.conflictres.org.

The Vukovar Synagogue Center Project and the Field Institute for Post-Conflict Studies

The idea for a field institute for post-conflict studies, including units for inter-religious dialogue, the trauma of war, civil society and democratization and non-violent conflict resolution and human rights with a good library has existed within the CWWPP since 1998.  Since the beginning of 2002 there has been an alliance between the CWWPP and the Jewish Community of Osijek, Europe House Vukovar and the Bench We Share Association of Osijek to implement the plan.  The institute, which will concentrate on both theoretical and practical work and the integration between the two, is to be housed in the Vukovar Synagogue, now destroyed.  Before the Second World War, the Synagogue dominated the skyline of the city.  The building will also house a memorial to Holocaust victims and exhibitions on the rich Jewish history and culture of the city.  The Institute will be completely secular, and the Jewish Community of Osijek will take part in the Institute’s programs and administration.

During the period since the last newsletter, we have made considerable progress on the question of the return of the land on which the Synagogue was built to the Jewish Community of Osijek.  We have begun fundraising efforts both for the building and for program and have begun to make contacts with universities and other institutions that might be interested in participating.  We have also produced a flyer, available in hardcopy and PDF format.

The CWWPP is the main implementing partner for the project.  Further information may be obtained from us.

Upcoming Trip to the USA

Charles Tauber has been invited to the USA to participate in a conference to be held by Psychologists for Social Responsibility in September in Philadelphia.  He will also present a paper at the RIREC conference to be held at Notre Dame University.  Tauber is available for seminars or other meetings in the US during late September and early October.  Expenses need to be covered.  If there is interest, please contact us as quickly as possible.

Our Desires for Increased Activities

The CWWPP is doing the maximum possible with its limited staff.  However, there is a great deal more to do.  We would like to have more groups with ex-soldiers of all ethnicities.  We would like to begin work on inter-religious and inter-ethnic dialogue.  We would like to work with concentration camp victims of all ethnicities, with civilian victims of war, with youth and with the elderly.  We would like to work more with the police.  We would like to do more on reintegration and return.  Family counseling and work on domestic violence and an SOS suicide prevention line are urgently needed.  We need sufficient funds to employ staff to carry out these programs.

WITHIN THE CWWPP

E-Mails and the Website

We have recently learned that there has been interference with some of our e-mails.  If you do not receive an e-mail or an answer from us that you expect, please call us.  Also, we have learned that e-mails not originating from us have been sent in our name.  If you receive an e-mail from us that seems unusual, again, we ask you to call us.

Our website has also been tampered with on several occasions.  As we do not look at it every day, again, we ask you to notify us if something strange occurs.  We are currently in the process of updating the website.

Personnel

Dejan Stojsavljevic has worked with us as Assistant to the Head of Mission since December, 2002.  He has recently been confirmed in a permanent position with the CWWPP.  Dejan works primarily on logistics and fundraising.  

Charles David Tauber, M.D. has been Head of Mission of the CWWPP since its inception in 1995.

There is currently a vacant position for Assistant to the Head of Mission.  The new member of the team will be responsible for administration, fundraising, training and counseling.  This is a permanent position.  At first, we are offering 300 Euros per month, which is just about adequate to live here.  This will increase with increased funding.  The post requires fluent spoken and written English, computer skills, a great deal of dedication and the ability to survive under difficult circumstances.  Although the deadline for application has officially passed, readers of this newsletter, especially those who have been in the region for a long period and/or who are local residents, may immediately send an e-mail requesting the advertisement and application details.

Interns and Volunteers

We have recently had two interns, Carolijn Boonstra from the Law Faculty of the University of Groningen, and Mario Montoya, who is studying International Relations at the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque in the USA.  

The CWWPP welcomes applications from persons studying in any relevant field.  We make the differentiation between interns, who are here for a number of weeks to a number of months and who are working on their own projects, and volunteers, who remain with us for a minimum of six months and preferably who make a commitment for at least a year and who are working on projects for the benefit of the CWWPP.  Details and application forms are available from us at cwwppvuk@zamir.net.  

The Funding Situation of the CWWPP

The CWWPP currently has sufficient funding to get to about the end of the first week in September.  Our monthly budget is as follows (all amounts in Euros; add 20% to obtain the amount in US Dollars):

Salaries:  Tauber, Stojsavljevic and the Assistant to the Head of Mission at 300 each     900

Rent                                                                                                                                    350

Telephone, Fax and Internet                                                                                               450

Electricity                                                                                                                            125

Water and other utilities                                                                                                      100

Petrol and auto repair                                                                                                         300

Other travel                                                                                                                         150

Office Supplies                                                                                                                    100

Unexpected and miscellaneous expenses                                                                          100

TOTAL                                                                                                                               2575

We are also badly in need of at least one and actually two automobiles.  Our current auto is a small Opel Corsa that was built in 1987.  As we frequently have visitors and make long trips, a van (“combi”) would be extremely useful.

Further, we urgently need a new copy machine, a fax machine and some (used) office furniture such as bookcases.  

If you wish to contribute to us, please contact us for details on cwwppvuk@zamir.net or by telephone, +385-32-441975, or our office mobile +385-98-346753. Thank you for your assistance.

CONCLUSION

We welcome your comments and questions on this Update, on our programs or on any other matters.  Please contact us by e-mail on cwwppvuk@zamir.net or by telephone on +385-32-441975 or our office mobile +385-98-346753.

Thank you for your moral and financial support.

The Staff and Board of the CWWPP

