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Peace




What’s peace? Now first of all it’s really




Not a simple issue of no-war.




It’s no-injustice, no-intolerance, no-hatred




It’s thinking good, not bad of everyone.




It recognises one humanity




In which all lives are precious




And worthy to be loved and given help




Towards fulfilment.




Peace is an inner state




Reflected outwardly in actions,




In loving care for anyone in need.




Its qualities are wisdom




And compassion.




Our work for peace is work for harmony among all beings.

















               




 Adam Curle

       (Extract from an unpublished poem)
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Adam Curle, who passed peacefully away in his sleep on 28 September 2006.  

Adam Curle was described by Elise Boulding refers as ‘one of the great Quaker peacemakers of our time’.  

Adam Curle was the son of Cordelia Fisher and Richard Curle, born on the 4 July 1916, in L’Isle Adam, France.  Although he was christened Charles Thomas William Curle, his family very soon nicknamed him ‘Adam’ after his birthplace, and that name remained with him throughout his life. His mother was a member of a large family of seven brothers and four sisters, and many of his relatives on his mother’s side were highly educated and very well known in their time, including politicians, bankers, and high ranking officials.  When Adam was very young, his mother, a committed pacifist, planted the seeds in Adam’s mind which led eventually to his lifelong commitment to peace.

Adam Curle began his academic career with a Diploma in Anthropology at the University of Oxford. He then joined the army, serving from 1940-46 during World War II. He spoke little about his first army role.  He was not afraid of battle, and personal danger seems never to have been a concern for him, but even as a young man, the thought of the massive troop movements associated with war filled him with horror. Precisely how and exactly when he made his lifelong commitment to peace activism remains unclear, perhaps it was a gradual process, but given what we know of his early life experiences, it is very easy to understand how his personal courage and his commitment to conflict resolution led him into the dangerous international peacemaking activities that he subsequently undertook.  

In the latter part of the Second World War, Adam Curle applied to serve as Chief 

Research Officer in the Civil Resettlement Units (CRUs) set up by the 


government to rehabilitate returning prisoners of war. Two men involved in this 

work, Ben Morris and Roger Hodgkin, were significant influences on him during 

this time, and he describes them as ‘…two wise men in my life that showed 

kindness and right living’. The work of the CRUs also helped him to develop his 

understanding of the psychological effects of trauma. Ben Morris remained his 

close friend until his death at the age of eighty. 

After Adam Curle left the army, his growing interest in psychology and the effects 

of war led to the development of connections with the people who were setting up 

the new Tavistock Institute of Human Relations in London. Some of the Tavistock 

Institute’s founders were still serving in the army and others were, like him, now 


civilians. He eventually became a staff member there from 1947-50. His writing at 

this period reflects a continued interest in anthropology and sociology but also an 

increasing interest in psychology. In 1950, he was appointed to the post of 


Lecturer in Social Psychology at Oxford. In 1952, he accepted an appointment as 

Professor and Head of Department of Education and Psychology at Exeter 


University.

In 1956, Adam Curle was asked to go to Pakistan as adviser on social affairs on a 

project for Harvard University. From 1956-59 he advised the Pakistan Planning 


Commission on Social Affairs. During the period 1959-61, he was Professor and 


Head of Department of Education in the University of Ghana, travelling 



extensively, helping the government to develop education, social and 



development plans. 

In 1962, the Harvard Centre for Studies in Education and Development was founded. Its purpose, through research, teaching, and fieldwork, was to develop education policy, essential to create the conditions for peace. It maintained a very practical approach, with large field projects in many countries, including Nigeria, Tunisia, Central America and Barbados. Adam Curle became actively involved in these research projects and during his time at Harvard from 1962-73 he and other members of the centre helped to develop and implement other research in a number of countries. At Harvard University, Curle was initially a Visiting Professor of Education, and then the first Director of the Centre for Studies in Education and Development, and subsequently Professor of Education and Development. During this time, he was consultant to the government of Pakistan on education under the auspices of the World Bank, and was directly involved with Pakistan’s first five year development plans. 

In 1973, Adam Curle was appointed by the University of Bradford in England to 

the chair of the first university department of peace studies, a pioneering project 

instituting peace studies as a new academic discipline in the United Kingdom. 

He retired from this post in 1978, and he lived in London with his wife, 


Anne, continuing to actively support peace work in many countries until his 

death.

Adam’s first major contributions to the academic theory of conflict resolution were 
Making Peace in 1971 and its companion work, Mystics and Militants in1972, 
emphasising the need for psychological change within the process of 
‘conciliation’. Curle later drew upon his experience in anthropology and 
psychology to extend his thinking to activities designed to prevent conflict or to 
create and sustain the conditions for post-war peacemaking. Adam has always 
held that the peaceful response to any conflict begins within each individual, in 
their heart, extending to thoughts and then becomes apparent in outer actions. 

Adam Curle not only mediated at top level in many international conflicts, but he also worked at grass roots level in the community, and he campaigned for many years about globalisation. In addition, he was a gifted teacher and a prolific writer. He published over 264 books, papers, articles, monographs and poems.  His last book Fragile Voice of Love (2006), reflects upon the effects of conflict, and the generalised attitudes of greed and commercialism that create and perpetuate conflict. He forcefully points out how damaging are the illusions to which so many of us cling – particularly the illusions of separation and of the happiness which we delude ourselves can be gained from materialism.

Adam travelled to Croatia many times and he wholeheartedly admired and supported the brave and hard working non governmental organisations in Croatia who worked throughout the war and afterwards to combine healing of the psychological wounds of war and peacemaking, working to create a culture of peace.   In particular, Adam Curle often expressed his love and admiration for all the staff and volunteers who work with CWWPP, Dodir nade, the Bench we Share, Mir I dobro and the Centar za mir. He was extremely proud of all their work for peace in the community, and shortly before his death he spoke very lovingly of everyone with whom he had worked for so many years, and sending them his greetings.   He has never forgotten his friends in Croatia and they will never forget him.
Barbara Mitchels    3 October   2006
REMEMBRANCES OF ADAM CURLE
Paul Wahrhaftig
Adam Curle died during the 10 day period between Rosh Hashona and Yom Kippur, just past.  That calendar coincidence  set me to reminiscing about  my first meetings with Adam.  But first, a Jewish legend:
Rabbi Hillel was one of the most humanistic and wise thinkers who contributed to writing the Talmud (a lengthy collection of rabbinical opinions detailing and interpreting the laws of Judaism).  He was approached by a rather sardonic inquisitor who asked, “Can you tell me the essence of Judaism while standing on one foot?” “Yes,” said Hillel, “Do onto others as you would want them to do onto you.  The rest is only commentary.”
So it was when in 1981 I first met Adam at the Friends Center in London.  I was a brash young American.  I had a dream of establishing an international resource center for people who were immersed in finding non-violent means of ending civil wars.  The focus was on mediation. So I began by asking him to tell me, not standing on one leg, how does mediation work in these situations?  What techniques work?  What should be avoided?

His very polite and understated response was that it is not a matter of technique.  It is a matter of deep listening, with mind and heart – not a series of steps and stages of intervention.  And he listened to my proposal.  I was amazed when Adam, who already was a legend in the field, took me seriously.  That was another of Adam’s outlooks.  If you listen to people and believe in their innate abilities, you will encourage positive change.
I returned to my home in Pittsburgh determined to go ahead with creating what came to be known as the Conflict Resolution Center International.  I had been emboldened by Adam’s having taken me seriously, and my effort was strengthened by his willingness to lend his name to the project by serving on CRCI’s International Council.  
That was the beginning of a long mentoring relationship – mainly by correspondence with occasional brief face to face experiences when I would visit him in London or our paths crossed at conferences.  Despite protestations that he was getting old and finding writing difficult, he wrote articles and reviews for our publication Conflict Resolution Notes.  He never was too busy to scratch a little hand written comment on an envelope to respond to whatever questions I might raise.  Whether I could read his writing was another story.
His most significant contribution to CRCI came in 1988 when I was trying to expand my network of contents beyond the U.K. to the continent.  Over a pleasant dinner, and one of his notorious home-brewed pints of dark beer, he told me of a potential peace-maker working in the Basque conflict.  Juan Gutierrez had contacted Adam to see if this new approach, “mediation” might have some application to the Basque situation.
Adam explained he did not have time to follow up on this inquiry, could I follow up and see to it that Gutierrez would find the information and contacts he needed. I was able to do so, and over time Gutierrez became a strong advocate of, and practitioner of using mediated  processes to deal with civil disputes. He went on to becoming one of the founders of the European Conference on Peacemaking and Conflict Resolution and hosted the second of the series of 5 biannual conferences, and linked the European conferences with a parallel one he was helping organize in Latin America.
And that is just one of the contacts Adam gave me.  Common to all of them was the utmost respect and affection they had for Adam, derived from the respect and openness he exemplified in his relations with all with whom he came in contact.  The field of Conflict Resolution has lost a pioneering and creative mentor.  But we will retain some of his basic teachings – whether responding to his written or spoken words or through observing actions. 
My main message from him, which I have internalized is that it is not a matter of technique. Listen with heart and mind and a way will open.  

Personal Reflections on Adam Curle

Charles David Tauber, M.D.

21 October, 2006

I heard about Adam’s death just after Yom Kippur and the Days of Awe in the Jewish calendar.  This is always a period of reflection on life and on what the individual is doing with it.  Adam was one of those few people who gave me a direction in what I was doing and I think of him – and the others who gave me such direction such as Laura van de Hoek and my father and mother – often.  I remember reading Adam’s pamphlet True Justice in about 1991 and thinking how simple and yet how complex was the central ideas that he was expressing there – that working for peace – working is too simple a word – requires the creation of the conditions for peace, also within one’s self.  It requires the entire engagement of self – it is not something that one can do “part-time”.  The creation of peace therefore has deep spiritual and practical implications and cannot be taken on lightly.

I met Adam several times here in the Balkans and we stayed in touch, sometimes directly, sometimes through Barbara Mitchels.  The time I remember with the greatest fondness was a rather mad trip from Laktasi, near Banjaluka, to Tuzla in about 1999.  It is a very beautiful part of northern Bosnia, but also a very sad one.  Along the way there are many villages that have been torn apart ethnically and there are too many burned out homes and other buildings along the way.  There were several concentration camps and prisons in the towns along that route.  At that time, our car was poorly maintained and, much to my embarrassment, I had two flat tires along the way.  Adam insisted that I spend the night in Tuzla before driving the two and a half hours to Vukovar.  During that trip we talked about the necessity for long-term grassroots work, both of us speaking with passion.  A day or so after I heard about Adam’s death I passed through Laktasi again.  Unfortunately, the work in the region has hardly been started.

Adam once honored me by saying that my work influenced his.  While I’m not sure that I believe it, it is certainly a great privilege to have had him say so.

The best way I know to honor Adam’s memory is to continue the work and devote oneself completely to it.
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